CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

Christmas Eve Wednesday 24t December -

St Anthony’s. Alexandra Hills: 4:30pm Christmas Carols
5:00pm (Children’s Pageant) and Mass

St Mary MacKillop Birkdale: 6:30pm Christmas Carols
7:00pm (Children’s Pageant) and Mass

Christmas Day Thursday 25%* December

St Luke’s. Capalaba: 7:00am Mass
St Mary MacKillop Birkdale: 8:00am Mass
St Anthony’s. Alexandra Hills: 9:00am Mass

Web: www.stanthonyandstluke.org.au

St Anthony & St Lule’s Catholic Parish

Alexandra Hills and Capalaba

“Guided by the Holy Spirit, St Anthony and St Luke’s Catholic Parish is a diverse community, called to be an
inclusive Eucharistic People who will live out our Baptismal call as disciples of Jesus Christ.”

St Anthony Drive, Alexandra Hills, Qld 4161 Phone: 3820 0100 Email: alexhillscap@bne.catholic.net.au

Facebook: St Anthony and St Luke's Parish

Parish Churches

7th December 2025 Second Sunday of Advent

The Second Candle of Advent: The Candle of Peace

The second candle of Advent is known as the Candle of Peace. This candle is
lit during the second week of Advent and represents the peace that Christ
brings to the world. The message of peace is deeply interwoven with Advent
themes as believers prepare their hearts for the coming of Jesus, who is often
referred to as the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).

Happy Birthday!!!
We thank God for the gift of life.
We wish all the blessings to those
who are celebrating their birthdays |’
in the month of December :

Advent and Christmas Resources
for Children
You can find all the resources at
tinyurl.com/AdventWithKids

Holy Cross F\merals Serwng South- East Qld since 1999
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Feast Days for this week

Mon 8th Dec: The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Sat 13th Dec: St Lucy

Sun 14th Dec: 3rd Sunday Advent

*Burials *Cremations *Repatriations

*Not for Profit *Pre-arrangements "I'

Telephone: 07 3293 0555

Mass Intentions: Envelopes are available from the
WWW.thych SS funer 315.('.0‘[!1

Parish Office and at the entrance of the Church.
Please PRINT the NAME and DATE.

Holy Cross

FUNERALS

«:

Are you New to the Parish? ..o, WELCOME!!
You can register your family details at https://stanthonyandluke.flocknote.com/register or
phone on 3820 0100 or email: alexhillscap@bne.catholic.net.au
Tick this box to receive our weekly newsletter by email O
Tick this box to receive information about our Planned Giving Programme O
Tick this box to receive information about volunteering in our Parish O
(Place this completed form in the collection plate)

NAME:

PHONE: EMAIL:

St Anthony’s Church
St Anthony Drive,
Alexandra Hills Q 4161

&

St Luke’s Church
45 Degen Road, Capalaba Q 4157

Parish Office

Parish Office Address
12 Hardy Rd Birkdale,
Qld 4159
Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday: 9am to 2pm
Contact (07) 3820 0100
alexhillscap@bne.catholic.net.au
Priest Emergency Contact:

Phone 3820 0100, Option 3

Parish Personnel
Fr Regimon Gervasis MCBS
Parish Administrator
gervasisr@bne.catholic.net.au
Fr. Prem Rethnamony
Associate Pastor
Lisa Knight
Parish Secretary
Catherine Robinson
Pastoral Ministry Co-ordinator
Kathy Metzen
Workplace Health & Safety
Inez Barry
Safeguarding Officer
Isr.alexhillscap@bne.catholic.net.au

Education

St Anthony’s Catholic Primary School
Phone: 3820 1200
Email: palexhills@bne.catholic.edu.au
St Anthony'’s Kindergarten
Phone: 3824 5061
Address: St Anthony’s Drive,
Alexandra Hills
St Luke’s Catholic Primary School

Phone: 3245 9595
Email: pcapalaba@bne.catholic.edu.au
St Luke’s Catholic Child Care Centre
Phone: 3245 3300
Address: 45 Degen Road, Capalaba

Dear Parishioners and visitors,

Why did John the Baptist prophesy that
the Messiah would come and "baptise
with the Holy Spirit and with

fire" (Matthew 3:11) ? Fire in biblical
times was often associated with God's
presence and with his action in the lives
of his people. God sometimes manifest-
ed his presence by use of fire, such as
the burning bush which was not con-
sumed when God spoke to Moses -

(Exodus 3:2). The image of fire was also used to symbolize God's glory (Ezeklel
1:4, 13), his protective presence (2 Kings 6:17), his holiness (Deuteronomy 4:24),
righteous judgment (Zechariah 13:9), and his wrath against sin (Isaiah 66:15-16).
Fire was also used as a sign of the Holy Spirit's power and presence (Matthew
3:11). When the Holy Spirit was poured out on the day of Pentecost, tongues of
fire appeared over the heads of the apostles and disciples of Jesus (Acts 2:3). The
fire of the Holy Spirit purifies and cleanses us of sin, and it inspires a reverent fear
of God and of his word in us. Do you want to be on fire for God and for the return
of the Lord Jesus when he comes again in his glory? John the Baptist's life was
fuelled by one burning passion - to point others to Jesus Christ and to the coming
of his kingdom. Who is John the Baptist and what is the significance of his mes-
sage for our lives? Scripture tells us that John was filled with the Holy Spirit even
from his mother's womb (Luke 1:15, 41) by Christ himself, whom Mary had just
conceived by the Holy Spirit. When Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth John leapt
in her womb as they were filled with the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:41). Like the proph-
ets of the Old Testament, John devoted his entire life to prayer and the word of
God. He was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness where he was tested and
grew in the word of God. John's clothing was reminiscent of the prophet Elijah
(see Kings 1:8). The Holy Spirit prepared John for the mission entrusted to him as
forerunner of the Messiah, Jesus Christ - the Word of God who became man for
our salvation (John 1:1,14). John pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who would
take away the sins of the world by offering his life on the cross as the atoning sac-
rifice for our sins and the sin of the world (John 1:29).

John's baptism was for repentance - turning away from sin and taking on a new
way of life according to God's word. Our baptism in Jesus Christ by water and the
Spirit results in a new birth and entry into God's kingdom as his beloved sons and
daughters (John 3:5). The Lord Jesus gives us the fire of his Spirit so that we may
radiate the joy and truth of the Gospel to a world in desperate need of God's light
and truth. His word has power to change and transform our lives that we may be
lights pointing others to Christ. Like John the Baptist, we too are called to give
testimony to the light and truth of Jesus Christ. Do you point others to Christ in
the way you live, work, and speak?

source: mobilegabriel.com

We wish all the students, teachers and staff
of our Parish Schools a happy holiday and a
peaceful and holy Christmas
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Sunday Morning Refreshments

Ladies Group News

Join us for a cup of tea and refreshments following
each Sunday. Please bring a
plate of food to share. All welcome.

Thanksgiving Mass and Dinner

MASS TIMES 8th—14th December 2025
MONDAY 9.00 AM ST LUKE’S CHURCH, CAPALABA
TUESDAY 6:00PM ST MARY MACKILLOP CHURCH, BIRKDALE
WEDNESDAY | 5:00PM ST ANTHONY’S CHURCH, ALEXANDRA HILLS
THURSDAY 9:00AM ST ANTHONY’S CHURCH, ALEXANDRA HILLS
FRlDAY 930 AM ST MARY MACK'LLOP CHURCH, BlRKDALE (Anointing Mass 2nd Friday of each month)
SATURDAY 4.30 PM ST ANTHONY’S CHURCH, ALEXANDRA HILLS
6.15 PM ST MARY MACKILLOP CHURCH, BIRKDALE
SUNDAY 7:00 AM ST LUKE’S CHURCH, CAPALABA
8:00 AM ST MARY MACKILLOP CHURCH, BIRKDALE
9:00 AM ST ANTHONY’S CHURCH, ALEXANDRA HILLS
ONDAY The Sacrament of Reconciliation - Anoin!ing Ma_ss_
8.30 am: St Luke’s Church, Capalaba We will have the special Anointing Mass on the
TUESDAY Second Friday of every Month.
5.30pm: St Mary MacKillop Church, Birkdale Next celebration will be at 9.30 am,
SATURDAY on Friday, 12th December, at St Mary Mackillop

4.00pm: St Anthony’s Church, Alexandra Hills.
OR by appointment (phone 3822 2139 or 3820 0100)

Church, Birkdale.

Volunteer Thanksgiving Mass and Dinner
Wednesday 10th December 2025

Mass at 5:00 pm
i followed by catered dinner
1 THANK in the Parish Hall
\J YOU Place name and details
~\ ~ . .
Qi on the list in the church.

FINAL NUMBERS REQUIRED BY
SUNDAY 7TH DECEMBER

Ladies Croup Chrigtmas Stall and Raffle

Following all Masses on 6th and 7th December.
Lots of bargains! Plants, handmade gifts, baked goods,
jams.... Cash please.
Proceeded from this stall will support our local St Vincent
de Paul Conference and Catholic Mission.

Christmas Pageant

Anointing Mass

Eucharistic Adoration: First Friday of the month (10.00am to
11.00am), at St Mary Mackillop Church, BIRKDALE.
NO ADORATION FOR DECEMBER

Scripture Readings
Second Sunday of Advent
First Reading: Isa 11:1-10

Psalm: Ps 71:1-2, 7-8, 12-13,17
Second Reading: Rom 15:4-9
Gospel: Matt 3:1-12
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Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners
The Archdiocese of Brisbane acknowledges the Traditional Owners
of the country upon which the Archdiocese lies and recognises
their continuing connection to land, waters and culture.

The Archdiocese pays respects to their Elders past, present and
emerging.

We pray for all those who are sick, especially ...  Kathryn
McAnelly, Carol Nash, Palita De Almeida, Frank Thompson,
Maureen Lee, Mary Ford, Yvonne Marshall, Maria Pierce,
Trish Gleeson, Gwen and John Dillon, Lew Harris, Silvia Mata
Ruano, Joan Burke, Julie Vincent, Matthew Scott, Bernadette
Gick, Maureen Thomas .

Parish Prayer Groups
Monday 1:00pm Rosary at St Mary MacKillop.
Tuesday 11:30am Rosary at St Luke’s.
Wednesday
11:00am Rosary at St. Mary MacKillop.
3:30pm Prayer of Two Hearts at St Anthony’s.
4:00pm Rosary at St Anthony’s.
Friday 9:00am Rosary at St Mary MacKillop.
Friday 10:00 am Divine Mercy at St Mary MacKillop.

Anointing Mass will be celebrated at St Mary
MacKillop, 12 Hardy Rd, Birkdale on
Friday 12th December
All are welcome to give support to the sick,
elderly and housebound of the
parish. Please bring a plate of
food to share for morning tea
following Mass

Daily Reflection for Advent.

We remember and pray for all the departed beloved ones especially.......... Gerry Gilhooley, Felix Aguiar
(Anniversary), Ben Jardine (Anniversary), Michael Vella (Anniversary), Sheila Petersen, Robert Rodrigues,
Sandra Kenny, Mary Underhill, Teresa Rafter, Anthony Connor, Robert Connor, Di Macnaughtan, Magaret
Michael, Micheal Porter, Denis Chaplin, Isabel Buted Blankas, Bridget Dwyer, Sharon MacKenzie, Michael
Maciejewski, Justin Kerr, Bruce Gordon, Matilda Sequeira, Maureen Holland, Mario Macerola, Marie Parnell,
Mark Paten, Barbara Woodford, Peter and Shona Kwock-Sun, Kakucska family, departed members of the

Alberto family.

To add the name of your family member to the list, please email: alexhillscap@bne.catholic.net.au

IN HOLY STILLNESS

A new prayer reflection
resource for ADVENT
for groups and
individuals.

Books available for
sale — $5.00 each

Children’s Liturgy

Support Your Parish: Thank you so much to all who support our Parish financially. Our bank account
details are: BSB:064 786, Account No: 1000 17592, Account Name: Alexandra Hills Capalaba

Parish. Kindly reference your deposit with your surname.
To join a direct debit and Planned giving programme please contact the Parish office.

“The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are
a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, respect and security from physical
and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded by all.

STOPline: 1300 304 550 Email: bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com

FIRST SUNDAY

of each month at the
9:00am Mass on Sunday at
St Anthony’s Church.
Next Session

7TH DECEMBER
2025

Al

Children’s
Liturgy
the wWord

The Christmas season is
busy, fast, and fun! So, why
not set aside time now to
develop meaningful
traditions for the entire
family. To begin our Family
Christmas Mass at 5pm on
24™ December at St.
Anthony's we are having a
dramatisation of the Christmas story. We
are looking for children fo join with us in
celebrating the birth of Jesus. We require
Narrators, Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, An-
gels, Innkeeper, Shepherds and Kings,
Drummer Boy. If your children would like to
be involved, please contact Jane Kiely by
sending her a text on 0423373155. Jane will
contact you back to discuss what is involved.
We are s|:>larming to have two practices:
Sunday 21°" December at 5pm (for 2 hours)
and a dress rehearsal on Tuesday 23™
December at 8.30am (for 1.5 hours) at
St. Anthony's church.

* Vinnies Christmas Appeal

@ St Vincent de Paul Society

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL
On 6th & 7th and 13th & 14th December, St. Vincent
de Paul Conference will be conducting our Christmas
appeal in the parish to assist us in providing Christ-
mas hampers to people in need in our community.
Donations of Christmas food, pantry food, toiletries
would be much appreciated. Boxes for donated items
will be placed at the rear of each church and
envelopes will be available for those who may prefer
to donate cash. EFT donations can be made to the
following account (not for over the counter depos-
its at the bank)

BSB: 064 786
Account Number:1000 26090
Account Name: AlexHillsAnthonyLuke

Thank you for your generosity and helping to make

the Christmas of these families a little brighter.




